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AL the turn of the century, sign painting was an art that was
passed from older, experienced craftsmen to their students and
apprentices. The process began with a design on paper which the
sign painter would scale out using measurements to form the
basic guidelines for the graphics and cop>. He would only sketch
out the letter forms for placement. The letters themselves were
painted from practice and memory. The size of the brush and the
stroke the artist used determined the character of each type
face - Ehin, bold. normal. condensed, etc. T'vpefaces fell into
broad categories such as block, serif, slab serif, casual and script.

Each artist or school of artist would bring their own stvle to
the characters.

In 1909, sign painter Frank H. AtKkinson wrote a book
concerning the design, painting, and manufacture of signs. The
book was a professional how-to for anvyone in the sign industry.
Be>ond instructions on subjects from design to gold leafing, it
outlined the basics of the brush work and described dozens of
different styles of painted type. The book has been reprinted
several times and has been the bible of sign painters., both
experienced and novice, for a hundred Years.

The Fontry's FHA French Eccentric has been digitized and
adapted with care from the original lettering in Mr. AtKinson's
book for use in digital formats.
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Alternate Characters & Ligatures

AAAAEFTIIGgS
ALT 152 ALT 154 ALT 155 ALT 156 ALT 158 ALT 159 ALT 165 ALT1669 ALT 175
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Alternate Numbers
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ALT 181 ALT 182 ALT 183

$¢£€-I-'~<>:I:X*l[41123]4

T1@#% B )_-u"P

oo["'"“"’&TM @_@ 6.

ALT 151

OOOOOUUUUYsSaaaaaa

LS A o N Ao LS A A

Ceée8iiiBR00O‘OUTTIIYIY




Useful alternate characters for sign
& display applications.

Extended range. Kevyboard accessible
fractions for distance and acreage.

1/33/8 3[4 1/21/8 1/4 5|8 7|8 15[16

KEY [ KEY ] KEY \ KEY| KEY{ KEY} ALT185 ALT 186 ALT 187

1/10 2/10 3/10 4/10 5/10 6/10 Z[10

ALT 131 ALT 132 ALT 133 ALT 134 ALT 135 ALT 136 ALT 137

8/10 9/10

ALT 138 ALT 139

Alternate bullets and other punctuation.

ALT 177 ALT 150 ALT 130

"Ik’'s 555-1234
J 9:00 O'clock”

ALT 140 ALT 179 ALT 178




HEADLINES

""with an eccentric art deco fFlare"

FHA ECCENTRIC FRENCH

Vector Art by Frank Smith
Compilation & Embellishments by Mike AdKins
Specimen by \J. L. Stirling
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